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The purposes for which the Union League of Philadelphia was organized will pe best 
understood by giving you a brief sketch of its history. In the latter part of the year 1862, 
at a social meeting of gentlemen arose the idea of taking apartments, and of opening a reading 
and an assembly room; so as to draw together loyal men in greater numbers than could be 
accommodated in private houses. The subscribers to this plan soon became so numerous and 
zealous, that the committee, appointed to carry out the design, felt justified in renting a large 
house, instead of the moderate apartments which had at first been suggested. An examination of 
the Fundamental Articles and the By-Laws of the Union League, will inform you fully of the uses 
of the institution, and of the facilities which it affords to its members. But it has larger views 
than can be extracted from a reading of its plan of organization. 

Its name, the flay that floats over it, its very existence are a standing rebuke to the traitors, 
who are forced to recognize in these symbols and in that existence the presence of a formidable 

power which they can neither deride nor weaken. The long and increasing list of its members’ 
~ names makes a solid and vigorous array before the secret organizations of our domestic enemies ; 
nor will any one deny that a body of men thus united by a common principle is far stronger and 
more efficient for any proper object than the same number of unorganized individuals. The Union 
League does not impose bonds on the political conscience of its members. It does not seek to 
influence elections farther than to prevent offices falling into the hands of disloyal or notoriously 
incapable men. While it leaves every man free to judge for himself, it marks the broadest line 
between the true man and the traitor, and indicates the side on which its members must be found. 
The way in which primary elections for the nomination of candidates have been conducted, has 
been one of the greatest abuses of our political system; and the Union League will so far make its 
influence felt in these as to insist on the nomination for office of honest, respectable, capable, and 
above all, loyal men. It seeks only to make our politics purer and more inviting; so that our 
people may not only accept but seek office, without descending to practices beneath the dignity of 
honorable men. With such honest purposes in view, we have no fears for the future of our League, 
nor any doubt that it will accomplish many important ends. 


As we have had some experience in the organization of the Union League of Philadelphia, it 


may not be without value if we make a few suggestions to the patriotic men who desire to found _ 


similar institutions, or to organize Leagues that may differ from ours in form, but have in view 
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the same general objects. It would not any tbvbteht “ho stgope ops plan throughout, except in 
cities and in large towns. The expenses of such an establishment’ tee too great to justify the 
residents of thinly settled districts in imitating us in all respects. 

If the residents of small towns are not inclined to this expenditure, they can at least establish a 
reading and assembly room, for the benefit of themselves and of the loyal workingmen of their 
neighborhood. In these rooms, at stated intervals, moderate entertainments may be given and 
patriotic speeches may be delivered; and such assemblies may keep watchful eyes on the disloyal 
element which seeks to mingle with all wholesome things in every part of our agitated country. If 
this plan is impracticable, they may meet on particular days—say once a week, or once a month—in the 
usual gathering place of their party, in the Court House or the School-Room, or wherever loyalty 

‘has a home, to listen to their local orators, or to transact such business as may be necessary for 
upholding proper sentiments in their neighborhood. If even this cannot be accomplished, hold a 
few meetings, or even one meeting of your people, and let them look one another in the eyes, and 
subscribe their names to a roll of men who pledge themselves to sustain their Government through 
its trials. At all events, band together, organize, show front against the common enemy,—the 
traitors who are in the field, and the more dangerous traitors who are lurking around us, watching 
their opportunity to betray their country and their fellow-citizens by one act. Too much vigilance 
cannot be exercised towards this latter class. Our armies can cope with the armed rebels; but it 
is for us, and it is our imperative duty, to keep watch and ward over our domestic foes. Congres 
sional districts and townships may thus organize themselves with little trouble and with no more 
expenditure of time than the importance of the action demands from every American citizen who is 
worthy of the name. This thing should not be done here and there ; it should be done everywhere, 
and all men should feel it to be a duty second only to their religious obligations. ‘God and Holy 
Russia!” is the war-cry of even the degraded Russian Serf: ‘God and free America!” should be 
ours, though death stood before us to stifle the shout ! 

If you are satisfied that the establishment of a Union League amongst you will be a safeguard 
against traitors, or a means of advancing the National cause, do not fail, as soon as you are organized 
to enter into correspondence with us and with all similar associations throughout the country. 
Send us your Articles of Association, your Declaration of Principles, your By-Laws, the number of 
your members, the names of your officers, your address and post-office. The relations between 
the various Leagues cannot be too intimate. The larger bodies should, and, doubtless, will do all 
that is possible to foster and assist the smaller Leagues in the common undertaking. 

Should any of your members, either as delegates or individually, visit Philadelphia, bringing with 
them credentials from your officers, as a proper form of precaution, the Directors of our League wil 
be happy to extend to such the hospitalities of our house, and to give them all the information in 
relation to our plans and purposes that they may desire. Through us you may also be put in 
correspondence with our brother Leagues in New York, Boston, and Baltimore, and with all other 
associations of the kind with which we may be in correspondence. 


A Committee for the purpose of publishing and circulating valuable information amongst 
the people, has been appointed by the Directors of the Union League. The fund for this purpose 
has been raised by voluntary subscription ; and as it is entirely independent of the treasury of the 
League, subscriptions may be received from persons who desire to assist in this particular object. 
An interchange of publications is solicited with similar Associations throughout the country ; 
and we are prepared to furnish any loyal persons, who may have facilities for circulating our 
publications, with such documents as they think will be useful in their neighborhoods. 


GEORGE H. BOKER, 
Secretary of the Union League of Philadelphia. 
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